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SUBJECT: ISAC 1 (FOOD AND KINDRED PRODUCTS). MEETING 
WITH MTN DELEGATION, MAY 30-31 

REF: GENEVA 8084 

1 . ISAC 1 (FOOD AND KINDRED PRODUCTS) MET WITH DCM 
CULBERT AND THE DELEGATION STAFF IN GENEVA MAY 30-31 IN 
MEETINGS WHICH PROCEEDED GENERALLY AS DESCRIBED IN REFTEL. 

ISAC WAS REPRESENTED BY CHAIRMAN R. LYNG, AMERICAN MEAT 
INSTITUTE; J. MCCURDY, SEAGRAM AND SONS; M. HARRIS, DIS- 
TILLED SPIRITS COUNCIL OF U.S.; AND M. KOWALSKY, CIGAR 
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA. IN ABSENCE OF AN OBJECTIVES 
PAPER, THE ISAC MEMBERS REVIEWED THE VARIOUS REQUESTS MADE 
OF NEGOTIATING PARTNERS IN THE MTN. THE MEMBERS EXPRESSED 
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SATISFACTION THAT THEIR ISAC INTERESTS, INCLUDING THOSE OF 
MEMBERS NOT PRESENT, WERE WELL REPRESENTED IN U.S. RE- 
QUESTS. IT WAS NOTED BY THE ISAC THAT FISH INDUSTRY REPS 
WOULD BE COMING TO GENEVA IN JUNE TO DISCUSS THEIR PAR- 
TICULAR INTERESTS WITH THE DELEGATION. 

2. DURING THE COURSE OF THE MEETING THE ISAC MEMBERS DIS- 
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CUSSED THE NEED FOR IMPROVED ACCESS TO JAPAN AND THE EC 
FOR MEAT PRODUCTS AS WELL AS FOR CIGARS. IN THE CASE OF 
CIGARS. PARTICULAR MENTION WAS MADE OF THE PROBLEMS PRE- 
SENTED BY THE EXISTENCE OF STATE TOBACCO MONOPOLIES IN 
SEVERAL EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. KOWALSKY CONFIRMED THE 
POSITION THAT THE U.S. DUTY ON CIGAR WRAPPER TOBACCO COULD 
BE REDUCED. BOTH KOWALSKY AND LYNG PRESENTED THE DELEGA- 
TION WITH PAPERS LAYING OUT BACKGROUND OF THE MAJOR OB 
JECTIVES FOR CIGARS AND MEAT RESPECTIVELY. ON SPIRITS THE 
REPS INDICATED THEIR INTEREST IN IMPROVED ACCESS TO JAPAN 
AND THE EC CITING NTB'S SUCH AS MONOPOLY ORGANIZATIONS 
(STATE-OWNED) AND PROBLEMS OF DEFINITION AS APPLICABLE TO 
PUERTO RICAN RUM. ON THE WINE GALLON-PROOF GALLON ISSUE 
THE ISAC REPS WERE DIVIDED AS TO WHETHER IT SHOULD BE NE- 
GOTIATED. THOSE DISTILLERS RESPONSIBLE FOR ABOUT 80 PER 
CENT OF U.S. PRODUCTION OF SPIRITS FAVORED ELIMINATION, 
HOWEVER A MAJORITY, BY NUMERICAL COUNT OF MEMBERS OF THE 
DISTILLED SPIRITS COUNCIL WHERE EACH COMPANY HAS A SINGLE 
VOTE, FAVORED RETENTION. 

3. THE ISAC MEMBERS WERE PLEASED WITH THE OPPORTUNITY PRO- 
VIDED TO DISCUSS THEIR OBJECTIVES WITH THE DELEGATION AND 
PROVIDED USEFUL BACKGROUND INFORMATION TO THE STAFF. IT 
SHOULD BE NOTED THAT A. RUBIN OF THE U.S. BREWERS ASSOCIA- 
TION CAME TO GENEVA BUT RETURNED TO THE U.S. BEFORE THE 
MEETINGS FOR PERSONAL REASONS. THE REMAINING REPS WHO AT- 
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TENDED SPOKE IN A GENERAL WAY TO THE OBJECTIVES OF THE 
CANNING INDUSTRY AND THE BREWING INDUSTRY FOR INCREASED 
MARKET ACCESS, CITING IN PARTICULAR THE SEVERAL NTB'S IN 
THE EC AND JAPAN REGARDING CANNED FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 
AND HIGH DUTIES AND QUOTAS IN MANY COUNTRIES RELATIVE TO 
U.S. BEER. 

4. DRAFTED BY GEALY. MCDONALD 
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